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Rep. Stokes Confirms JFK Files Report 


Hep. Louis Stokes (D-Ohlo), former 
chairman of the House Assassinations 
Committee, confirmed last night that 
a Central Intelligence Agency officer 
gained unauthorized access .last sum- 
mer to a safe containing sensitive 
comtoltlee files. 

In a floor speech that disputed the 
CIA's version on several important' 
points, Stokes said a notebook con- 
taining autopsy photos of President 
Kennedy had been taken out of the 
safe, that a plastic cover had been rip- 
ped out of the notebook and one of 
the photos removed from the Tplaatic 
cover." • ’« 

Fingerprints on the plastjc.on the. 
Inside ot the rnfe door and other ma- 
terials In the afe wore traced to a 
CIA liaison o.'itcer-who had no busi- 
ness being in the room alone, Stokes 
said. ' * 

In respon*e to reports in The Wash- 
ington Pont, ihe CIA has’. taken the 
position that the officer in' question, 
who was dismissed, had every right to 


be In the room and that he did not cm' , 
ter the safe to get the notebook. The 
agency has Implied that the notebook ‘ 
was Inadvertently left outside the safe 
and that, in 'any case, the Incident was 
6imply a matter 4 of "curiosity” on the 
officer's part. 

Stokes, however, said that the com- ; 
mittee staff members who conducted 
their own investigation of the episode ( 
•‘are not satisfied that the motive has 
been established." * ( 

'They believe 'mere curiosity' is not 
consistent with the fingerprint evi- 
dence," he said. % • - 

Stokes, however, noted that appar- 
ently nothing was missing from the 
safe and volcea doubts that further in- 
' qulry would resolve the matter. % 

"In the absence of n full and truth- * 

. ful confession by the agency employe 
•or the others, If any, who were In 
longue with him— or substantial new 
evidence, all recognize that the matter 
' of motive ‘cannot be ultimately re- 
solved," Stokes said In his prepared 


speech. lie said he considers the mat- 
ter "closed" and feels that "the 
[House] committee and the agency did 
all they reasonably could be expected 
to do" last summer. 

Today’s Activities 
In Senate? II ouse 

% • * Senate 

Not In teuton. I 

CommitHcs: _ . 

Commcrc-. Science & Trenvporfatlon - It *jn. 
Oren. Nomination of Sam Nemlrow of Virp ria 
•i <»l. Commerce Seer. 733 Ruueil Office b!cto. 

House 

Meets at 10 i.m. 

Committee*: 

toteuMi* 1 Foreign Commerce— 10 a rn. Open. 
Jnf hrnr. : Energy, Environ. 4 Natural Re*. 

(Oavernn-nMl Operations). OVeuhhf 8. Invest., and 
Ene^uy 4 Power Subcomloi. Cont. hrrav on diesel 
4 home l eafing oil price & supply. 2154 Rayburn 
House Oft'ce Bldn. 

lnleut.it? & Forelun Commerce - 9:30 am. 
Coon, dnerov 4 Power Subcomte. Hrnp. on protv 
ten % cl «*fh?rtng energy inform ,ilon bv ihe 
Eneray Information Admin. 2123 RMOfs. 

Judiciary _ 9:30 am. Open. Criminal Juetlc* 
Subcomte. Coni, on Criminal Code revision. 723/ 

Standards of Official Conduct-9:30 a.m. Open. 
Hrno. In the mattpr. of Rep Dloes. B-D1I RHOB. 


